BOROUGH OF ELMWOOD PARK, COUNTY OF BERGEN
PUBLIC NOTICE OF FAIRNESS AND COMPLIANCE HEARING
DOCKET NUMBER: BER-L-006375-15

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that a "Fairness and Compliance Hearing" (the "Hearing") will be held on Wednesday November 20, 2024 at 1:30 p.m., before the Honorable Christine A. Farrington, J.S.C., ret’d., t/a Recall at the Superior Court of New Jersey, Law Division, at the Bergen County Superior Court of New Jersey, 10 Main Street, Chambers 202B, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601, in In the Matter of the Application of the Borough of Elmwood Park, Docket Number BER-L-6375-15.
The purpose of the Hearing is for the Court to determine 1) whether the settlement between the Borough of Elmwood Park (hereinafter “Borough”) and FSHC (hereinafter "Initial FSHC Settlement") is fair and reasonable to the region's low- and moderate-income households (hereinafter "Amendment to the Settlement") ; and 2) whether the Amended Housing Element and Fair Share Plan (hereinafter "Amended HEFSP") to be considered for adoption satisfies the Borough's affordable housing obligations through Round 3 pursuant to (i) the Fair Housing Act ("FHA"), N.J.S.A. 52:27D-301 et seq., (ii) applicable substantive regulations of the New Jersey Council on Affordable Housing ("COAH"), (iii) applicable law and (iv) the Amendment to Settlement.
If the Court determines that the Amended HEFSP satisfies the Borough's affordable housing obligations through Round 3, it will approve the Amended HEFSP and enter a Judgment of Compliance and Repose (hereinafter "JOR"). That JOR will bind both parties and nonparties and provide Borough with land use protections.
Any interested party, including, but not limited to, any low- or moderate-income persons residing in the housing region, any organization representing the interests of low- and moderate-income persons, any owner of property in the Borough, or any organization representing the interests of owners of property in the Borough, may file comments on, or objections to, the Amended Settlement and/or the Amended HEFSP. Objections must provide: (a) a clear and complete statement as to each aspect of the Amended Settlement and/or the Amended HEFSP contested by the objector; (b) an explanation of the basis for each objection; and (c) copies of all such expert reports, studies, or other data relied upon by the objector, along with a list of witnesses the Objector intends to call during the Fairness and Compliance Hearing. For a witness of an objector to testify during the Fairness and Compliance Hearing, an accompanying written expert report must be filed with all interested parties by the deadline below.

Such comments or objections, together with copies of any supporting affidavits, expert reports, or other documents, must be filed in writing, on or before Monday, November 11, 2024, addressed to the Honorable Christine A. Farrington, J.S.C., ret’d., t/a Recall at the Bergen County Superior Court of New Jersey, 10 Main Street, Chambers 202B, Hackensack, New Jersey 07601, with copies of all papers being forwarded by mail or e-mail to: Kenneth A. Porro, Esq., Chasan Lamparello Mallon & Cappuzzo, P.C., 300 Lighting Way, Suite 200, Secaucus, New Jersey 07094, kporro@chasanlaw.com and Ashley J. Lee, Esq., Staff Attorney, Fair Share Housing Center, 510 Park Boulevard, Cherry Hill, New Jersey 08002, ashleylee@fairsharehousing.org. This Notice is intended (1) to inform all interested parties of the documents on file; and (2) to explain the consequences of Court approval of the Borough’s Amended Settlement and the Amended HEFSP. This Notice does not indicate any view by the Court, the Special Adjudicator, the Borough, or FSHC as to whether the Court will approve the Borough’s proposed fair share housing plan.

In addition, please see the Borough website (www.elmwoodparknj.us) as to possible virtual hearing access and/or hearing notices.  

Please take further notice that you may contact the Borough’s Special Counsel, Kenneth A. Porro, Esq., Chasan Lamparello Mallon & Cappuzzo, P.C., 300 Lighting Way, Suite 200, Secaucus, New Jersey 07094, (201) 348-6000, kporro@chasanlaw.com, as to any questions.  
